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Executive Summary
Fradley Park Primary and Nursery School is a non-selective, non-denominational primary
school in the pre- opening phase with a planned opening date of September 2022. The school
will be part of the John Taylor MAT, a multi-academy trust that operates John Taylor High
School, John Taylor Free School, Paulet High School and Kingsmead School (secondaries),
together with Thomas Russell Infants Schools, Yoxall St. Peter’s CE Primary School, Rykneld
Primary School, The Mosley Academy, Shobnall Primary School, Walton on Trent CE Primary
School, Winshill Village Primary and Nursery School, Needwood CE Primary and All Saints’
Rangemore CE Primary, and Church Gresley Infant and Nursery School (primaries).
This report details the initial engagement with our stakeholders, as well as the formal
Section 10 consultation.
Fradley Park Primary and Nursery School will offer a broad, balanced, high quality
curriculum, underpinned by exceptional support, care and guidance to equip its children
with the knowledge, experiences, skills and attributes to enable success into the next phase
of their formal education. The school will be a learning hub for the wider community,
seeking to contribute to cohesion in an area of new housing development with limited
alternative local amenities.
John Taylor MAT has engaged with a wide range of stakeholders including prospective
parents, local residents, and members of the local and educational community since the
pre-opening phase of the proposed free school and has continued to consult with these
stakeholders regularly and in a variety of ways. The initial engagement period with
stakeholders commenced in Autumn 2018 when we submitted our initial application to the
local authority. The S10 statutory consultation ran from 10th March 2021 to 21st April 2021,
during which time formal feedback was sought. Due to national restrictions on gatherings
and travel as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, this engagement was primarily via e-mail,
web link, ‘Zoom’ live streamed remote online presentation and other mechanisms that
ensured the compliance and safety of the public and JTMAT’s free school team. Inevitably,
this has compromised some engagement, and we will look to rectify this when restrictions
are lifted (see ‘Next Steps’).
All stakeholders have responded very positively throughout this period. We would like to
thank all those who have taken the time to give feedback.
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The Proposer Group
John Taylor High School was the first ‘converter’ academy in Staffordshire and changed its
status on 1st November 2010. In 2012, it received an ‘outstanding’ judgement in its Whole
Government Audit (WGA) review, demonstrating extraordinary maturity in its governance
and finance systems for a relatively new academy. In March 2013, it was designated a
National Teaching School, with its Principal undertaking the role of National Leader of
Education (NLE). The following year (again in March), John Taylor was judged ‘outstanding’
in all areas, including sixth form, by Ofsted.
In the summer of 2014, the academy established itself as John Taylor Multi-Academy Trust
(JTMAT). With its Chair of Governors now a National Leader of Governance (NLG), and its
Principal voted onto the Regional School Commissioner’s Headteacher Board, the academy
pledged to extend its vision and expertise beyond the school from which both emanate. On
1st September 2015, Kingsmead School (1215 NOR, in Cannock) joined JTMAT, followed by a
succession of primary schools in the East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire districts. In
2018, JTMAT opened the highly-successful and significantly oversubscribed John Taylor Free
School. In 2019, JTMAT secured approval to open The Staffordshire Research School, and in
2021 it has successfully applied for an all-through school in Rugeley (for September 2023)
and to become a Teaching School Hub (September 2021) covering six districts of Staffordshire
and Warwickshire.
The ten primary phase schools within JTMAT, five of which are ‘outstanding’ in their
latest Ofsted inspection judgments, are all situated within thirty minutes’ drive from the
location for the Free School – with many being much closer. This means two things:
• As highly successful schools, we can demonstrate our ability to deliver outstanding
outcomes in this area to communities not dissimilar to that proposed for the Free
School, and would seek to replicate our provision there.
• Our neighbouring schools, together with the Teaching School Hub Training Centre,
the Staffordshire Research School, can resolve the logistical issues around
providing for a full curriculum offer to a school that will not initially be full, and then
subsequently show where creative and efficient collaborations can exist between
our established primary schools and Fradley Park Primary and Nursery School once
the latter is mature.
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Our Mission
‘We believe in the power of education to improve lives – and the world’
JTMAT Strategic Plan (2019-21)

This statement is at the heart of the John Taylor story. We are driven to ensure that our
communities can realise their true potential through learning. This is our mission. To that end,
we provide the experiences, resources, structures and systems to enable all to engage, all to
progress, all to achieve.
Through the opportunities that our Multi-Academy Trust offers, we extend our mission
beyond the school in which it originated.

Our Vision for the Free School
John Taylor Multi Academy Trust wishes to build on the success of its schools – both primary
and secondary - and use their expertise and educational leadership in the area to replicate
many of the key areas of the curriculum in a new primary free school built in the centre of a
large new housing development of both owner occupied and social housing.
The village of Fradley boasts a vibrant and active community, where many social activities
take place in the village hall and church. We are looking to extend and enhance the
opportunities available for local residents both existing and new.
Our knowledge of the cohort is limited to the uniqueness of the school being in a new housing
development, but we are aware that this will be a diversity of people from across the area
who will need to be led and moulded into a strong and resilient community, and young
children will be at the heart of that community for a generation. Our knowledge of the area
will be helpful in establishing relationships and developing our unique school. The Trust as a
confident community hub will enable people moving into these new houses to work together
to build a highly educated, cohesive and welcoming community. The Trust will encourage a
wide range of groups such as cubs/brownies, sports clubs and community groups to use the
school facilities to enable all age groups to come together. The Trust will facilitate summer
schools, weekend activity courses and an adult and parent education offer (to be determined
by the needs of the community subsequently) to enable the whole community to learn new
skills and knowledge. The Trust understands the commitment to its residents and will work
in partnership with Fradley and Streethay Parish Council.
The Curriculum will mirror many of the successes of the broad and balanced curriculum on
offer at the other MAT primary schools within the Trust, but will also build on the Ofstedpraised ‘STRIPE’ (Self-Manager, Team Worker, Reflective, Innovate and Create, Participate,
Enquirer), skills curriculum developed at John Taylor High School that enables children to
become independent learners with excellent attitudes to their own learning. The new free
school will replicate and further enhance the heritage of leadership development evident at
John Taylor High School, and will promote within and beyond the taught curriculum the skills
and personal attributes required to be a successful leader, and ensure that opportunities to
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demonstrate and hone these skills and attributes are plentiful – from Nursery to Year 6.
The new Fradley Primary School will work closely with the Trust’s family of schools. The
Trust’s primary schools collaborate extensively, and the addition of a new primary school into
the Trust and the locality will create new and exciting opportunities for innovation and the
sharing of best practice across schools. The Trust has developed cross-school leadership
groups where leaders from all schools meet to share practice on safeguarding, SEND, Pupil
Premium, assessment monitoring and reporting, all which are having a positive impact in our
schools. The use of experts within schools to support and mentor staff from other schools
within the Trust has had a positive impact on standards and outcomes for pupils.
All schools work positively together – and the development of a leadership curriculum,
together with the “STRIPE” skills curriculum, will provide a clear focus to ensure that all local
schools in the Trust are working together in the new school, irrespective of their phase.
The Trust already has strong relationships with business, universities, hosts the National
Forest Teaching School Alliance (soon to become the John Taylor Teaching School Hub), The
Staffordshire Research School and runs its own SCITT (school-centred initial teacher training).
We will use these relationships and this expertise to ensure our children, whatever their
background, achieve their very best. The Trust has already been praised for its work with pupil
premium students and intends to develop this strongly in the new primary free school. Five
colleagues within the Trust are trained to deliver pupil premium reviews which will add a
rigorous approach for this group of children from the start.
The school will:• Have an inclusive approach that offers the best education for all local 3-11 year
olds.
• Be non-selective, welcoming children of all faiths, social, ethnic and cultural
backgrounds.
• Offer a broad, balanced, high quality curriculum, underpinned by exceptional
support, care and guidance.
• Be a learning hub for the wider community, seeking to contribute to cohesion in
an area of new housing development with limited alternative local amenities.
Referencing the Fradley Neighbourhoods Plan 2017-2029, we would welcome
the opportunity for the school to be used in the first instance to support some
of the gaps identified such as a Library and inside sporting area.
• Work effectively alongside the many neighbouring schools, both primary and
secondary, but especially St Stephens Primary School which we would seek to
work very closely with.
• Equip its children with the knowledge, experiences, skills and attributes to
enable success into the next phase of their formal education and beyond.
• Further the innovative culture of John Taylor Multi-Academy Trust, through the
extension of our strengths: the achievement and progress of the most able, the
acquisition of key learning skills, and the development of leadership attributes
and experiences – both within and beyond the taught curriculum.
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Initial Phase
JTMAT undertook significant stakeholder engagement activities prior to the formal
consultation period, and has engaged since the sponsorship was awarded back in 2018,
which meant that by March 2021 the vast majority of community members were already
aware of the free school proposal.
Methods used to reach stakeholders in advance of the formal consultation included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Correspondence with the local MP, Michael Fabricant.
Extensive discussions with Staffordshire County Council, in particular the School
Organisation / Place Planning Team and the Admissions team.
Correspondence with Fradley and Streethay Parish Council.
Meetings and communications with primary school headteachers.
Informal meetings with parents/carers of the relevant age groups.
Engagement with the local press including the Lichfield Mercury.
A dedicated free school web page https://jtmat.co.uk/2020/12/03/our-vision-forfradley-park-primary-free-school/

•
•
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Promotion on social media via the Trust’s Twitter feed @JohnTaylorMAT to its
1100+ followers.
In addition, a leaflet highlighting the vision and key concepts of the Free School has
also been produced, as has a single-page flyer.

Statutory Consultation
The statutory section 10 consultation commenced on 10th March 2021 and ran for 6 weeks
to 27th April 2021. Information provided to stakeholders took the following forms:
1. Public consultation booklet (please see Appendix 1). This booklet was made available
in digital and printed form and detailed the Proposer Group, key individuals, the
vision, ethos and proposal for the new school and key information on the consultation
process. It also provided information on how stakeholders could give feedback as well
as join online meetings to have their questions answered and share their views.
2. The above was emailed to an extensive list of stakeholders and groups (see below).
3. John Taylor MAT (www.jtmat.co.uk) website carried information about the
proposed school, the consultation process, a downloadable consultation booklet,
as well as an online questionnaire to complete. (See Appendix 2)
4. A press release was issued to local newspapers detailing the consultation and how
to engage (see Appendix 3).
5. Leaflets were placed at the Post Office, and the Co-op store, in Fradley Village
(see Appendix 4).
6. Consultation meetings – two events were held over the consultation period, at
different times of day to accommodate work schedules and maximise the
opportunities available for interested parties to attend. Presentations were given
(see Appendix 5), and staff were on hand to meet attendees.

Stakeholders
A wide range of stakeholders were consulted including:
• JTMAT Members and Directors
• Staffordshire County Council
• Michael Fabricant, MP for the Lichfield Constituency
• JTMAT schools
• St Stephens Primary School, Fradley
• All Saints Primary School, Alrewas
• Fradley and Streethay Parish Council
• Fradley Brownies, Guides, Cubs, Scouts
• Community musical groups, Coffee morning organisers, Art groups and dance groups
• Lichfield Mercury/Burton Mail.
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Statutory Consultation Results and Responses
Due to the length of time between the initial announcement of sponsorship and the formal
consultation, together with Covid-19 restrictions and the relatively-modest footprint of the
consultation, the number of completed questionnaires returned was low.
The questionnaires were made up of the following questions, as shown in Appendix 2.
1. Do you support the proposal to open a new primary school in Fradley Park to meet the
need for school places in the local area?
2. Do you understand and support Fradley Park Primary and Nursery School’s proposed
admission policy?
3. Do you support Fradley Park Primary and Nursery School’s proposed curriculum?
4. Do you think that John Taylor Multi Academy Trust should enter into a funding
agreement with the Secretary of State for Education to open Fradley Park Primary and
Nursery School in September 2022?
5. Do you have any additional comments

The responses received are shown in the below table.

Number of Questionnaire Responses received

Question

3
Response
Yes

Do you support the proposal to open a new primary school in
Fradley Park to meet the need for school places in the local area
Do you understand and support Fradley Park Primary and Nursery
School’s proposed admission policy
Do you support Fradley Park Primary and Nursery School’s
proposed curriculum
Do you think that John Taylor Multi Academy Trust should enter
into a funding agreement with the Secretary of State for
Education to open Fradley Park Primary and Nursery School in
September 2022
Additional comments
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No

3
3
3

3
3

All respondents had the opportunity to provide further comments to their answers - none
of the respondents provided any additional comments.

Number of Questionnaire Responses received

3

Respondent Category
Parent/carer of child(ren) in primary school provision in 2021
Parent/carer of child(ren) due to start primary provision at a later period
Member of staff at a local school
Representative of a community or youth group
Local resident
Local employee/employer/business owner
I would prefer not to say
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1
0
1
1
0
0
0

Conclusion and Next Steps
There has been extensive ongoing consultation with a wide range of stakeholders since the
earliest stages of development of the proposal for the school. Feedback has been universally
supportive and positive.
We are confident the school will provide additional, much needed, places for parents/carers
in the local community we serve; this has been the most common response received from
those in support of the school.
We would like to thank all stakeholders who have taken the time to read and hear about our
plans and provide feedback. We will continue to work with all stakeholders to consider any
further feedback about the development of the school and to address concerns raised.
Moreover, we will endeavour to engage in further promotional and consultative events and
communications once Covid-19 restrictions are ended. This will include a public meeting, a
bespoke Fradley Park Primary and Nursery School website and social media presence, and
regular progress updates on the construction and staffing of the new school.
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Appendices
Appendix 1 – Section 10 Consultation Booklet
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Appendix 2 – Consultation Questionnaire
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Appendix 3 – Site Plan
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Appendix 4 – Promotional Material
Press Release
John Taylor MAT Successful in Further Free School Application
13th July 2018
A new primary free school planned for Lichfield will become part of the John Taylor MultiAcademy Trust (JTMAT), the Department for Education has announced.
The school will be built at Fradley Park, and will eventually accommodate 210 pupils plus a
nursery at a cost of around £4 million.
It is being built in response to increased demand for school places in the area.
JTMAT were announced as the successful sponsor after a competitive application process,
appraised by a panel that included representatives from Staffordshire County Council, the
Department for Education, and the Education and Skills Funding Agency.
The John Taylor Multi Academy Trust already runs a number of successful primary and
secondary schools in Staffordshire.
CEO of the Trust, Mike Donoghue expressed his delight upon receiving the confirmation of
the Trust’s success: “We are naturally excited and extremely proud to have been given the
responsibility to lead the new school at Fradley Park. With a growing Trust that currently
comprises many local good and outstanding primary schools, and a track record of
successfully delivering a Free School collaboratively with Staffordshire County Council, we
felt that we were well-placed to offer an exciting, high quality, and innovative offer to the
children and families in the area. I’m delighted that, after a rigorous application and
interview process, the selection panel agreed.
“Now the work begins in earnest to fulfil our vision to create the best school we possibly
can. The application was very much a team effort, and so will be our work to deliver the
school to the community. We look forward to working alongside our partner organisations
to make all this happen. We couldn’t be more thrilled.”
Chair of John Taylor MAT, Gareth Moss added: “This is a landmark achievement for the
Trust, and a validation of our current position as a leading provider in the area. I would like
to thank the project team for their work to date, and Staffordshire County Council – officers
and councillors – for their continued support. We have every intention of exceeding their
expectations!”
County Councillor Philip White, Cabinet Member for Learning and Skills at Staffordshire
County Council said: “John Taylor Multi Academy Trust has a proven track record in
delivering results and an understanding of the challenges that can be faced in developing a
brand new school.”
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“We are really pleased that a sponsor has been appointed that understands both the
primary and secondary school ethos, who can work with the local community and above all
are excited and passionate about an excellent education for every child.”
The new primary school is due to open to nursery and reception pupils in September 2020.
The Trust welcomes enquires about the Fradley Park Primary Free School. Please e-mail
admissions@jtmat.co.uk to express interest in admissions or employment opportunities.
****End****
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MySchoolOpenDays website
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Appendix 4 – Virtual Consultation Events
Two online events were held via Zoom, as drop-in consultation events, where people could join to find
out more information and ask questions.
•
•

2.00pm - 3.30pm Wednesday, 24th March 2021
10.00am - 11.30am Tuesday, 30th March 2021

Virtual Consultation Presentation
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Photos of consultation posters in local businesses

Response to consultation from Fradley & Streethay Parish Council
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